Swords and Settlers

After the Romans

After the Romans left Britannia in AD 410, many towns fell into dsrepar and the country became wulnerable to attack.
This marked the beginnang of a period of invasions from different groups: Pacts and Scots from Scotland and Ireland;
Anglo-Saxans fram Germary, the Netherlands and Denmark; Vikings from Scandinaia and Normans from France. This tme

in history is called the early Middle Ages.
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Imvasion

The Picts and Scots tned to invade England after AD 410,
becausze the 8ritons were undefended. In AD 449, 2
British leades, Vortigern, asked Hengist and Horsa, two
Jutes, to come to England to help the Britons. However,
the Jutes redized that the land in England was good

for farming, so they, along with the Angles and Saxons,
invaded England.

Settiement

The Anglo-Saxons invaded the east and south coasts of
England and pushed the Ceftic 8ritons west. They split
Ergland into seven kingdoms, whech became known as
the heptarchy. The rulers of these kingdoms fought each
other for land and power. By AD 800, there were five
main kbngdoms: East Angha, Kent, Mercia, Northumbria
and Wessex. Celtic Brtons st lived in Wales, Cornwal,
Scotiand and eland,
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Christianity

Chrstianty dechned in England after the Romans left,
s0 ¥rish and Roman Christians were sent to Britan to
reestablish Christanety. Monks ke St Calumba, St Alden
and St Augustine converted the Anglo-Saxon kngs, and
then thew people, to Christanaty. They also establshed
churches and monastenes

Monasteries

Monastenes were signdicant
In Angle-Sason England
because they spread
Christanaty, promoted reading
and wniting and prowided help
for the poor. Manastenes
were usuaily bodt in isolated
places and were rich with
money and precious obyects.

Everyday life

Anglo-Saeon socety had a hierarchy, with a king at the
top. Landowners, called thegns, were below the king and
peasant farmers worked oo the thegn's land. Slaves were
at the bottom of the hierarchy. Most Anglo Saxons were
farmers or craftspeople. They bved In homes made from
wood or wattle and daub, with a single room and central
fireplace. Settiements were surrounded by high fences
to protect animals and villages from thieves and attack

Legacy

There are still aspects of life iIn modern England that
date back to the Anglo- Saxors, inchuding the Erglish
language, the rule of law, place names, Chrstianity and
even the layout of England itself.

Uniting England

Alfred the Great’s grandson,
Athelstan, was a successful
Anglo-Saon warrior. During

hes reign from AD 524939, he
dedeated Welsh, Scattish, Celtic
and Viking kings to become the
first King of all England. England
has been united since the reign of
Athelstan,
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Vikings

Irwasion

The Wilongs first wisited England in Al 789, when they
sailed fromm Maorway ta the sle of Partiand on the sowth
coast and klled the reeve, who had greeted them an
the share. Howewer, their first major rasd was fowr years
later, an the morastery 2t Lindisfames.

Wiking raid on Lirdisfarne

In AD 75, the Vikings arrved on Lindisfarne ard
destroved the monastery busidengs, stale precious
obyects, killed and injured the monks and took some as
slaves. The Christan workd was shocked by this raid on a
remats monastery and monks wrote about the attack.

Resisting the Vikings

Orver the next &0 years, the Vilkongs conbrued o raid
Erggland in the spring ard summess, before returning

ta Scandenaaa in the winter. To try io sion the raads,
some Anglo-5amon kings paid the Vikings money, called
Oomegeld, to leave. Howewer, the Vikings returned, and

Oamegeld became another way for them to maks money.

Great Heathen Anmy

aAfter &l years of summer raids, a huge army of 3000
Wikings arrived on the south coast to imade England
in Al 865, They conguered every kingdom ather than
Wessen and took control of Jork {Yark].

Everyday life

The Wilngs lved ima similar wary bo the Anglo-Samons.
Kipst Wikings were farmers or oaftspeopls, but they
were alsa wasricrs wha carried out frequent raids. Men
and boys trained in boat busideng, weapon malkeng, crafts
and combat. They lwed in longhouses, with a oentral fire
and thatched roof. When the Vikings firsk smvaded, they
were pagans and worshipped many gods. Ower time,
they comested bo Christiansty

flfred the Great

Alfred the Great waes
the King of ‘Wessex firmm
AD 871-899, He defeated
the Wiking leader,
Guthrum, at the Bakth=
of Edingtan in AD B7&.
He made peace with
Guthrum ard insisted
that he was baptised

as a Chnstian. Alfred
the Great split England
inbo Wiking Danelaw and
Anglo-Saon ‘Wessex

Normans
I rrwaesioan

Whezn the Kimg of Ergland, Edward the Confessar,
died an 1065, he I=ft no sucoessar o the throne. His
adwviser, Harold Godwinson, was oroamed long, but the
King of Norsay, Harald Hardrada, and William, Dulke of
Hormardy, also claimed the throre. Harald Godwenson
dedf=yied Harald Hardrada at the Batths of Stamfond
Bridge im the north of England and then manched south
ta fight William, Duke of Mormandy at the Battle of
Hastings William, Duke of Mormandy won the battle
and Harodd Godwirson was kilksd. He was crowmesd g
on ki stmaes Dy in 1056 and became known as William
the Congueror: This was the end of Anglo-Saomn ar

Wiking rule in England.

Hirpeun Rapamlry, depsctng e Batte of Haalings

Glossary

Christianity & refigion based on the teachengs of
Je=sus Christ.

Conguer Orercome ard take conbrol of a place
o people.

Donegeid & taw opllected from the Angho-Samon
peaple paid to the ¥iking imaders in
exchange far peace.

Inwashcin when a foreign armry enters a counkry
by foirce.

manashery A building whene monks e, work,
stuchy ared pragy, s=parate frami the
pautsde warlkd.

meanik A member of a male religious
camemunity who [hves in a monasterg,

pagan A person who befi eves in mamy gods,
o does rat follow ore af the world's
Mapar nedl ghones.

raid A sudden attack, which aims to cause
damage.

neeve & bocal offical in Anglo-5amon England.

Crard iravia An area af Ewrape, which incdhudes
Swesden, Morway and [Desnmeairk.

wattle and & traditional building material made

daub from wiowen twags ar sticks and mud.
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